FESTIVAL/COMMEMORATION DAYS IN JANUARY

Jan.   1

Circumcision & Name of Jesus – New Year’s Day
Jan.   2

J.K. Wilhelm Löehe, Pastor

Jan.   6

The Epiphany of Our Lord

Jan. 10

Basil the Great of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, & Gregory 



     of Nyssa, Pastors & Confessors

Jan. 13

The Baptism of Our Lord

Jan. 18

The Confession of St. Peter

Jan. 20

Sarah, Matriarch
Jan. 24

St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
Jan. 25

The Conversion of St. Paul

Jan. 26

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor

Jan. 27

John Chrysostom, Preacher
“Growing as One”

     The following memory items can be used within the daily office services in the Lutheran Service Book: Matins (pp.219ff.), Vespers (pp.229ff.), Morning Prayer (pp.235ff.), Evening Prayer (pp.243ff.), Compline (pp.253ff.), Responsive Prayers 1 (pp.282ff.) & 2 (pp.285ff.), and Daily Prayer for Individuals & Families (pp.294ff.).

Week

Passage
Catechism


Hymn(s)*

Jan.   6 - 12
Matt. 2:11a
Holy Baptism – 4th: Indicate?
LSB #395

Jan. 13 - 19
Luke 3:21b-22
Confession – What?

LSB #407

Jan. 20 - 26
John 2:9a,11
Confession – Sins?

LSB #402

Jan. 27 – Feb. 2  Luke 4:17a,21  Confession – Keys?

LSB #839








         (*at least 1st stanza)
YOUTH NEWS
     Monthly meetings of the Youth Group (Confirmed through high school) have resumed, and will continue on the third Monday of each month at 7:00pm, in the school building “Big Room.”

     The Youth served as commentators for the Dec. 16 Christmas Hymn Festival (Dylan & Claire Burton, Jolene & Max Iseler, and Tanton Babcock); and as hosts for the Dec. 19 Advent Soup & Sandwich Supper.

     The Youth continue to sell 150th anniversary cups until they’re gone (about 40 left).

“The Gospel Light”

     Merry Christmas, again!  As we begin the Epiphany (i.e., “Manifestation”) season, where Jesus “Manifests” Himself in various ways during His earthly Ministry, we continue to celebrate His Coming for our Forgiveness and Salvation.  In fact, “The Epiphany of Our Lord,” when we highlight the arrival of the Magi to worship the Infant Jesus – always January 6 (which happens to fall on a Sunday this year) is “Christmas Day” for Eastern Orthodox Christians (since the Magi were from the East).

     As we celebrate the “Light Come into the world,” I’d like you to consider a flashlight: When might you need a flashlight?: If you’re camping overnight, you need a flashlight; if you’re walking along a sidewalk in the dark, you need a flashlight; if the power goes off in your home, you need a flashlight.  What could happen if you didn’t have a flashlight at those times?: Without a flashlight, you won’t know where it’s safe to step; without a flashlight you might stumble and fall; without a flashlight you might ram your toes into something (Ouch!); without a flashlight you can’t see.  When it’s dark, you need a flashlight to light up the path for you to walk.
     To know the Path for eternal Salvation, we don’t need a flashlight, but a different sort of Light: In the Epistle for Epiphany Day (Ephesians 3:1-12), St. Paul speaks of the Light that shows us Salvation.  He says he was Sent …

“… to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable Riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the Plan of the Mystery hidden for ages in God, who Created all things.” (:8-9)  

The Light that shows us the Way to Salvation isn’t a flashlight; It’s the preaching of what we call the Gospel – that “the Good News about Jesus.”  The Gospel is the Light that shows us the Way to Salvation.
     Without the Gospel, we’d be lost in darkness; we believe that we can only be Saved by doing good works and avoiding sins; we’d believe we have to make God Love us by being good people.  But these false beliefs only lead us into darkness.  We can’t Save ourselves; we’re sinners.  If God’s Love for us was based on how good we are, we’d all be doomed to eternal death.  Without the Gospel, we’d have these false beliefs and walk in darkness.

     “Thanks be to God” that He gives us the Light of His Gospel!  Because God’s given us His Gospel, we have the True faith that even though we can’t Save ourselves, God’s Saved us: God’s Saved us by Giving us His Son, Jesus Christ.  The Light of the Gospel shows us that Jesus is the “the Way” to Salvation.  Jesus is “the Way” to Salvation because His Lived a sinless Life in our place, Sacrificed Himself on the Cross, and Rose on the third day.  That Good News is the Gospel.  That’s what Epiphany is all about.  God led the Magi to Jesus as their Savior; God leads us to Jesus as our Savior.  That’s the Gospel; that’s the Light that shows us the Way to Salvation.







In His service & yours,








Pastor Dodge
OFFICIAL ACTS:

Death: Arnold Eggert, 12-15-18 (funeral: 12-18-18)

“ASK THE PASTOR”
Please note that what has been the “Suggestion Box” in the entryway is now an “Ask the Pastor” box.  Questions submitted in the box (anonymously if you wish) may be used for this section of the newsletter.

Q: Please explain the difference between the new “Paschal” candle and the “Christ” candle we were using.
 

A:  The previously used “Christ” candle is just that, a “Christ” candle, meant for the center of the Advent wreath.  The particular candle we have – which has a Nativity scene decal on it – is, in fact, sold from the C.P.H. catalog as part of an Advent wreath set.  It’s relatively short for the other purposes we’ve been using it for (Baptisms, Confirmations, funerals, Festival Days/Seasons, etc.).  We’ll continue to use this “Christ” annually with the Advent wreath.

     The new “Paschal” (i.e., “Passover Lamb”/Jesus) candle is a more multi-use, permanently placed, taller candle.  Many churches have this type of candle, with varying degrees of ornamentation on it.  It’ll be placed next to the Baptismal Font as the “Christ” candle was. (Different churches place it in different locations in the Chancel area; e.g., next to the Altar, Lectern, Pulpit, etc.)  It’ll now be lit for the same occasions that the “Christ” candle was.

     A new stand (which matches our existing dark brown woodwork) was also purchased, as during Advent both candles/stands would be in use at the same time.
     Given the above information, the Elders approved the acquisition of these Sanctuary furnishings, with the understanding that they be funded by donations.

     The “Paschal” candle and stand were purchased from memorial donations from five families who immediately responded to a notice that was placed in a Sunday bulletin in November.  These five families are: Larry & Kathie Reinke, the Joyce Koglin family, Willard & Ramona Reinke, Jim & Carol Hunter, and Mary Jane Binkle-Pleiness. These donations were given in memory of various family loved ones who are now with their Lord.  We thank these families for their gifts!
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Sunday School (pre-school – high school): Sundays, 9:15 – 10:15am; school 

     building; C.P.H.’s “Growing in Christ” curriculum

Adult Bible Class: Sundays, 9:15 – 10:15am; church basement; “The Heidelberg 

     Disputation”

Jr. Confirmation Classes: Sundays, 5:00pm (6th-grade) & 6:30pm (7th-grade); 

     school building; Luther’s Small Catechism, Workbook, LSB, videos, 

     miscellaneous resources

Mid-week Bible Study: Wednesdays, 10:30 – 11:30am; Genesis; school building 

     “big room”

NOTE: If you know of anyone interested in adult instruction, which can lead to adult Confirmation/membership, please let Pastor know.
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JANUARY ALTAR GUILD:
Irene Pilaske

Linda Schave
CHURCH ATTENDANCE:

Average Church attendance for the month of November 2017: 130

Average Church attendance for the month of November 2018: 124
REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS
For the month of November 2018
Budget Income:       General Fund:    $19,363.00
                                  Loose Offering:   $372.00          



          TOTAL:    $19,735.00
Non-Budget Income:  

Thanksgiving: $517.00
Trustees: $50.00
Missions: $375.00 
Stained Glass: $460.00 
 Barnabas: $100.00

Wellspring:  $10.00                 Special Stewardship: $709.00
Acolyte Schedule January, 2019
January 6:  
8:00  Jordan Schave     10:30  Hunter Iseler
January 13:    8:00  Tanton Babcock   10:30  Jordis Pitts
January 20:    8:00  Jordan Schave
     10:30  Tori Iseler
January 27:    8:00   Olivia Woodke
     10:30  Carson O’Brien 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 Jason Zimmerman

3 Darla Pankow

5 Travadon Schave

        

6 Corinne Abraham  



9 Nevin Pleiness

   Gregory Brown

   
10 Ruth Leese

12 Amy Reinke

13 Daniel Strozeski
  Rodney Damm                            Tom Grills


14 David Berndt

15 Brantley Brown

16 Arnold Brown

     Erwin Schave




     Rodney Weiss Sr.

     Gloria Schmaltz




     Eric VerEllen







     Logan Iseler


18 James McNeil

20 Linda Krueger

23 Elijah Ceplecha
            

     Rebecca Koglin

25 Jerry Schave

26 Theodore Rink

27 Lisa Koglin
Ramona Reinke
    



     Duane Pleiness
                                            Gavin Pawlowski

28 Anthony Reinke

If there are any corrections or additions for the Birthday calendar. 

     Jeffery Miller

Please call the Church Office 428-4140.       
    
January Anniversaries

[image: image2.png]


January 23: Jerry & Joy Schave




January 27: Milt & Linda Iseler
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SERVICE WINTER WEATHER NOTICE: 
In the case of severe Winter weather, a decision will be made as early as practically possible by Pastor and the head Elder on whether or not to officially cancel a worship Service. If a Service is to be cancelled, the decision will be disseminated on local media (WLEW AM/FM and website, and FM 103.7) and, if possible, added to the new church Facebook page.  If, however, you don’t get the message of a cancellation, know that Pastor will be present to conduct some sort of service so that you didn’t venture out for nothing.

JANUARY BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS

1:  Ivan Adkins

2:  Claire Burton
          4:  Anita Schave
     Shirley Piotter                      Terry Friedland
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     Leroy Schave

     Mary Tice

5:  Tanda Bucholtz                6:  Sarah Birchfield

      Eric Reinke
                 
7:  Ashley Koglin

    8:  Nathan Pawlowski

     Michael Schave       


11:  Jennifer Iseler                12:  Joel Gaffke      13:  Easton Iseler

       Jamie Schulte    


         Ruth Richardson 


       Heather Schultz   

15:  Melvin Hartz   
 
17:  Ryan Finkel              20:  Audrey Zinger
       Brittany Smaglinski              Paizley Iseler 
21:  Sherri Bucholtz 
 22:  Elaine Eggert
          23:  Jodi Geiger  

       Ryan Johnson     
        Matthew Koglin
   Holly Iseler

       Kevin Wooster  

 25:  Pastor David Dodge
26:  Carol Hunter

27:  Duane Pleiness
        Arnold Eggert   
       Randy Schulte
       Calvin Witherspoon
28:  Brenda Friedland
29:  James Bucholtz
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January 2019
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	Tuesday IF  = “Sunday" 1 ""

	Tuesday IF  = “Monday" 1 0 IF  <> 0 2 "" 


	Tuesday IF  = “Tuesday" 1 1 IF  <> 0 2 "" 
2

1
 

Office Closed  

Circumcision & Name of Jesus
	Tuesday IF  = “Wednesday" 1 1 IF  <> 0 2 "" 
2

2

10:30 Bible Study
	Tuesday IF = “Thursday" 1 2 IF  <> 0 3 "" 
3

3

7:00 Long Range Planning
	Tuesday IF  = “Friday" 1 3 IF  <> 0 4 "" 
4

4


	Tuesday IF  = “Saturday" 1 4 IF  <> 0 5 "" 
5

5

Pastor’s Day Off

	6
5:00 6th  Confirmation Class

6:30  7th  Confirmation Class

The Epiphany of our Lord
	7

	8  

10:00 “Winkel” @ Sandusky

7:00 Ladies Aid Meeting

	9
10:30 Bible Study
	10
7:30  Church Council
	11
	12
Pastor’s Day Off

	13
5:00 6th  Confirmation Class

6:30  7th  Confirmation Class

The Baptism of our Lord
	14
7:00 Finance Board


	15
7:00 Trustees
	16
10:30 Bible Study
	17
10:00 Confessions Study Group @ Hope, DeWitt (laity & clergy)


	18
The Confession of St. Peter
	19
Pastor’s Day Off

	20
11:45 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting

5:00 6th  Confirmation Class

6:30  7th  Confirmation Class

“Life Sunday”
	21
7:00 Youth Group
	22
7:00 Elders
	23
10:30 Bible Study
	24
St. Timothy, Pastor & Confessor
	25
The Conversion of  St. Paul
	26
Pastor’s Day Off

St. Titus, Pastor & Confessor

	26IF  = 0,"" 26 IF   < 31  27 "" 
27

27

5:00 6th  Confirmation Class

6:30  7th  Confirmation Class


	27IF  = 0,"" 27 IF   < 31  28 "" 
28

28

7:00 Finance Board


	28IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29

29

	29IF  = 0,"" 29 IF   < 31  30 "" 
30

30

10:30 Bible Study
	30IF  = 0,"" 30 IF   < 31  31 "" 
31

31

	 

31IF  = 0,"" 31 IF   < 31  28 "" 


	Elders: 

Jim Bailey 428-2008

Gary Eggert 479-6251

Charles Koglin 550-7602

Joe Landenberg 551-9899

Larry Reinke 551-4203

Greg Schave  428-3034

Galen Young 550-30530IF  = 0,"" 28 IF   < 31  29 "" 
29




Ushers 8:00		Ushers 10:30


Galen Young		Don Clark


Kevin Arndt





SUNDAY SCHEDULE


8:00 Divine Service w/Communion


9:15 Sunday School & Bible Class


10:30 Divine Service w/Communion








